Group test

THE BEST WIDE-ANGLE EYEPIECES UNDER £500

Overall winner _

Vioonfish 30mm
Ultrawide

Pincushicn distortion, that optical
anpmaly in which Ihe image
magnification grows with
increasing dislance from the
optical axis, is the wide-angle
evepicees commanes! al Riction.

Sinee his has the effect of
strelching the edge of the field of
view, the true Beld covers a lager-
than-caleulated apparent fiekd.
This leads to skewed apparenl-
el resnlts that ane usoally at
odds witl the published Gaores.

Apparent field is what you
experience when you look inlo an
evepiece, bt troe field is T mare
improriant because its what von
get in the skyv. Consequently, the
lests coneentiated on the tege
Beld of view delivered by each
ocular. The accompanying graphs,
oollated above, chart their
performance against differing
lelescope focal leng hs.

The Tele Voe Nagler was
optically unsurpassed inlesls,
closely followed By the Meade
Z8mm SWA, though both were

o

celipsed in1roe field by the
appropriztely named Ulmwide
from Moonfish. In fact, the acea
of skv encompassed by the Ultawide
warg Dwice that of the 5WA,

Users of large aperture, short
focal ratio Mewtonian/Dobsonian
reflectors will be acutely aware of
their seope’s inherent off-axis
corma wilh the Nagler and SW4,
Bt ina well-correcled reliactor o
catadiaptrie these evepieces will
deliver brealhtaking views. The
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Zomm Ultrawide

same is true of longer focal ratio
Schimidi-and Maksutov-Cassegrains,
where the fantastic value hMaon hish
Ultrawide will shine through.

% a very clase call, bat cur
winner this month is the
Mloonbzh 30mm Ultrawade.

Steady yourself for clean views
as the Group Test investigates
the optical properties of six
Image stabilising binoculars

Moonfish
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